THE PROJECT

Plan a Vacation

Your task is to plan a trip to a country of your choice. The trip should be for a minimum of 4 days, and the cost should not exceed $5,000. While on your trip, you must visit at least one historical (a place that is important in history), one scenic (a place that is beautiful – usually a place where you would want to take a picture), and one entertaining (a place you would go to have fun) point of interest.

1. Complete Preliminary Plan worksheet.

2. Research to find accurate, current responses to the research questions.

3. Write a detailed schedule for each individual day of the trip, including the cost of each event. (Example: Day 1…8:00AM leave hotel and walk to store (free)…) Create a brochure with your daily schedule on it. This should be neatly designed and decorated to represent your country.

Part 1 – Preliminary Plan – DUE MONDAY, SEPT. 25
ON ONE SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER, estimate answers to the following questions to help you begin your research. Use what you already know about the country or what you think might be a reasonable answer. Use complete sentences.

1. What country are you going to visit?

2. What mode of transportation will you use to get to your country? Once you are there, how will you go from one place to another? 

3. How many days will your trip last?

4. Where will you stay during your visit? What city? Where will you sleep?

5. Where will you eat your meals? Will you eat out or buy food from the store?

6. What will you do during your visit? Remember, you are required to visit one historical, one scenic, and one entertaining point of interest.

7. Will you need a passport or special currency? What kind of currency?

8. What is the total cost of your trip? Remember, the maximum amount is $5,000. Estimate how much you think it will cost to get to the country, the amount you will spend per day, and the cost of returning home.

Part 2 – Research​ – DUE MONDAY, OCT. 9
You are responsible for finding the answers to the questions listed below. Answer each question on a separate page, with the topic listed at the top. The topic is the word written in all capital letters. The pages should all be in one folder or stapled together to create a book. Include a title page stating your country and your name. (You may decorate the title page if you wish.) You may want to type the responses.

Places to find answers:

Newspapers

Internet

Travel Agents

Library

Parents

Airlines

Cruise ships

AAA

Encyclopedias

Maps

Hotel chains

Car rental chains 

Calculators

Tour guide books

Phonebook

People who have been to that country

Research Questions About Your Country

1. TRANSPORTATION – What mode of transportation will you use to get to your country? How much will it cost? Once you are there, how will you get from one place to another? How much will it cost? What time of year are you going to your country? –  Time of year may affect travel prices.

2. ACCOMMODATIONS – What city or cities are you going to visit? Where are you going to stay at night? Be specific! What hotel or inn? How much will it cost per night?

3. FOOD – Where will you eat your meals? Certain restaurants? How much will a typical meal cost? (You may use an estimated cost for meals based on what you find in you research.) What is a typical meal in your country?

4. ATTRACTIONS – What will you do during your visit? Remember, you are required to visit one historical, one scenic, and one entertaining point of interest. Where will you go? You may want to include a map of your country and circle or highlight the places you intend to visit. You may also want to draw the route you plan on taking through the country.

5. PASSPORT – Will you need a passport? How much does it cost to get one? Will you need a special currency? What is the exchange rate for that currency? 

**If you chose a country with a different currency, you must calculate the prices using the exchange rate. You have 5,000 AMERICAN DOLLARS to spend.

6. OTHER – Any other considerations you think are important when planning your trip? Cost of souvenirs? Cost of a translating dictionary?

7. TOTAL COST - What is the total cost of your trip? Remember, the maximum amount is $5,000. Show your work. Show how much each of the following categories would cost: 

· Transportation

· Food

· Accommodations

· Admission to attractions

· Passport

· Other

8. REFERENCES – List where you found your answers. Be specific. What books did you use? What Internet sites helped you? What businesses did you call? List at least 5 references.
Part 3 – Daily Schedule/Brochure – DUE THURSDAY, OCT. 12
Create a daily schedule for your trip. Once you create the schedule, you are going to write it on a brochure. The brochure should be a regular sheet of plain paper folded in half or in thirds. (Do NOT use notebook paper!) Be creative and make it represent your country! This is your chance to be creative and add some artwork to your project as well. Make sure your daily schedule is realistic, so you might want to allow extra time to travel, since you don’t know where you are going. Include the places you want to visit. This should be a neatly designed, decorated brochure that would explain the trip to me. Be sure to include the following:

· When are you arriving in your country?

· Where are you going to go each day?

· Where will you eat? Names of restaurants.

· Where will you sleep? Names of hotels. 

· How long will you be at each place?

- 
Total cost for the trip.

Grading –

Part 1 – Preliminary Plan – DUE MONDAY, SEPT. 25
This is graded on the completeness of the 8 questions. I know you have not researched the country yet, so you are expected to predict how much you think things might cost in your country. Do your best. Answer each question. Write in complete sentences and write neatly in cursive.

30 points possible

Part 2 – Research – DUE MONDAY, OCT. 9
This involves a lot of work on your part! You should answer each of the questions as completely as possible. If you searched and could not find an answer, then write down where you looked and that you were unable to find an answer. You should have 8 separate pages when you are finished. When possible, include artifacts from what you found in your research. (For example, if you found an airline price in the newspaper, cut it out and tape it to your TRANSPORTATION page.) 

20 points per page = 160 points possible

Part 3 – Schedule/Brochure – DUE THURSDAY, OCT. 12
This is a difficult part as well. I am going to be looking for a complete schedule that includes times and locations of your trip. I am also looking for creativity and some artwork that represents your country. 

Complete schedule = 50 points

Creativity/Neatness/Decorations = 25 points

Total Grade:

Part 1 – 30 points possible

My grade: ______

Part 2 – 160 points possible

My grade: ______

Part 3 – 75 points possible

My grade: ______

Notes:

1. Should you have any questions or problems during this project, ASK them immediately. I am here to help you! (  Do not wait until the end, as it will be too late. I will not accept the answer, “I didn’t know what to do.”

2. If you CALL or VISIT businesses, you must be professional and polite. Write down the exact questions you want to ask BEFORE you contact someone. Remember, they are doing their job and they can not spend a long time waiting for you to figure out what to ask.

3. Try to get proof of what you learn in your research. Examples may include: printouts from websites, copies of newspapers, copies of book pages, maps, etc. 

4. Your parents may help by taking you places to conduct research or helping you figure out where to look for information. This is YOUR project, not theirs. You should do the work.

5. This is worth 265 points! Do your best work! Take your time. Everything should be done neatly. You may either write in cursive or type the information. If you type part of it, you must type all of it!

