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Slavery

Eli Whitney invented the Cotton Gin in 1793, which increased production of cotton by 1000%.
Plantation / land owners who grew cotton wanted to buy more land so they could grow more cotton.  However, no land was available to purchase.  As a result, cotton growing was expanded westward into Texas, Arizona and other western states.  These plantation owners needed slaves to work in the western plantations as well.  Therefore, excess slaves on the southeastern plantations were separated from their families and sent west.

The average slave was worth $460.33.
Plantation owners kept excellent records.

Skilled slaves = upper crust of labor.

Unskilled slaves = lower crust of labor.

Some slaves were treated well, while others were treated poorly.    How the slaves were treated depended upon their owner and labor.

Slaves were organized by “Tasks” or by “Chain Gangs”
Field Hand work conditions on Sugar Plantations in Louisiana (1839)  

Snake (poisonous) infested fields.
Long, hot days at hard labor.


Summer heat killed slaves.


Slaves kept soil loose / tilled soil.

Sugar Plantation Slaves in Louisiana = 97  with total value of $60,805.00 in 1849.

1807 – America stopped importation of Slaves.
