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Music is the art of combining sounds beautifully.  That is why it often affects our mood.  The sounds produced by the human voice or the different instruments vary in quality and length.  These are represented in writing through symbols called notes, which are written on a pentagram  (a group of 5 parallel lines and 4 spaces.)


























There are many kinds of musical works.  A ‘symphony’ is a work for the orchestra, with no soloists playing.  The classical symphony, by the way, was divided into 4 parts or movements.  The ‘concert’ is for the orchestra and a soloist.


A work devised for 4 instruments is called a ‘quartet’.


A group of dances one after the other is known as a ‘suite’.  


A ‘lied’ is a kind of song accompanied by the piano and an ‘opera’ is a musical drama devised to be acted out and sung.

















	Broadly speaking, and according to the way the sound is produced, there are 3 families of musical instruments: string (the guitar, the violin –also called fiddle-), wind (the flute, the clarinet) and percussion (the drum, the platelets.)


	You may have heard of the Stradivarius, an Italian family living in the 18th C who made the best violins of their time.


	It is interesting to know that a piano (one of the most popular musical instruments) has over 200 strings  -which you strike by playing the keys- and that an organ can have up to 4000 pipes.




















The music in the Middle Ages (11th– first half of 14th C) was very much attached to the expansion of the Christian faith.  Music plays an important role in the church.


	In 590 AD Pope Gregory I is elected.  The chants known as Gregorian music (to be sung by priests and monks) are named after him.  This kind of music was the fashion from the 9th to the 12th C.


	Trobadours travelled to different places playing their instruments and singing songs and poems before kings and aristocrats.  Their favourite themes were love and battles.


	The Spanish king Alfonso X (called ‘The Wise’) made Toledo an important cultural centre.  Astronomers, doctors, musicians and poets were welcome to his Court.  A lot of work was done.  Regarding music, the compilation known as the ‘ Cantigas de Santa María’ is very important.


	Polyphonic music (which requires various voices and melodies) springs up in France.




















	The Baroque style was predominant in the 17th C.  Works of art were often complex, exaggerated, even overdone and full of ornaments and decoration.  Passion plays an important part in the art of this period.


	The opera and the oratorio are born.


Monteverdi (1567-1643) is a name to bear in mind.


            A. Scarlatti (1660-1725) was an important figure too.


Vivaldi, Bach and Haendel are the best-known


composers of this period.























	BACH  (1685-1750)





	This German composer lost his parents when he was 10.  He had a beautiful voice and at the age of 15 he earned himself a place in an important choir.  He composed many works for the organ.  He is also the author of many famous cantatas (religious works to be sung in church.)  His ‘Brandenbourg Concerts’ are just lovely.  His ‘Passion as Told by Saint Matthew’ is also highly-esteemed.     




















	Many changes take place during The Renaissance period (2nd half of 14th C to 1st half of 16th C.)  There is a great interest in art in all its forms.  Music flourishes at the same time as the middle class emerges in society.  Many rich people acted as patrons for artists.


	The invention of the printing press helped to spread music everywhere.


	Many ‘Masses’ (music for religious services) are composed during this period.


	Giovanni Pier-Luigi de Palestrina (1525-1594) is considered one of the greatest musicians of all times.  He composed polyphonic music for the church.


	The Spaniard Tomás Luis de Victoria (1540-1611) was a close friend of Palestrina´s and a great musician himself.  De Victoria´s works are all related to religion and his music always suppported Latin texts. 























	HÄNDEL  (1685-1759)





	This German composer studied law and music more or less at the same time.  At the age of 18 he played the fiddle at the Hamburg Theatre.  Later he travelled in Italy.  He naturalized as a British subject in 1726.  He wrote many operas and concerts.  His  oratorio ‘The Messiah’ (which includes a famous ‘Hallellujah’) was first performed in Dublin.  His work ‘Water Music’ was conceived to be played in the open air.  Händel was buried at Westminster Abbey, London.


























	HAYDN  (1732-1809)





 	Born in a humble family, he sang as a child in the cathedral of Vienna.  He wrote many works for the orchestra (over 100 symphonies; there is a beautiful one called ‘The Toys’.)  He was tremendously popular in his lifetime.  Beethoven became his pupil in 1792.  Haydn composed many religious works, such as the ‘Stabat Mater’ and the ‘Missa Solemnis’.  His oratorio ‘Die Jahreszeiten’ (The Seasons) came to life in Barcelona in 1801. 
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	Opera was born in Florence (Italy) at the end of the 16thC.  A group of musicians known as the Camerata fiorentina developed this new musical form, which joins dramatic action to the human voice and requires the participation of the orchestra, the choir and soloists.


	Monteverdi (1567-1643) knew the works by the Camerata and went a step forward. He composed ‘Orfeo’, ‘Arianna’, ‘Il ritorno d´Ulise in patria’ and ‘L´incoronazione di Poppea’.


	Carissimi (1605-1674) and Scarlatti (1660-1725) also made interesting contributions.


	Opera spread through Europe.  Lully (France) and Purcell (England) are worth mentioning.  The French composer Bizet composed the unforgettable ‘Carmen’.  The story is set in Spain. It´s about a gypsy woman and a bull-fighter.


	But it was in Italy where in the 19th C opera reached its peak and maturity.




















	








The period known as ‘Classicism’ is historically set between Baroque and the Romantic era.  The greatest composers of this period are Haydn and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.  Beethoven (1770-1827) links this period with the Romantic era.  


	In contrast with Baroque music, the music now is beautiful, simple and systematic.  There is also a sense of proportion and balance.  Musicians do not care for ornaments so much.




















	The most popular opera composers were Italian and there  were many theatres in Italy ready to stage their works. With time, the ‘Teatro alla Scala’ (Milan) has become the most famous opera house in the world.


	Rossini (1792-1868) was tremendously successful in his lifetime.  Among his works stand: ‘The Italian in Algeria’, ‘The Barber of Seville’ and ‘Semiramis’.


	Verdi (1813-1901) was an expert in drama techniques and composed works such as ‘Rigoletto’,    ‘ La Traviata’, ‘Nabucco’ and ‘Aida’.


	Puccini (1858-1924) wrote his first opera at 26.‘La Bohème’, ‘Tosca’ and  ‘Madama  Butterfly’ are his masterpieces. The latter is set in Japan.    




















	








In the 19th C the Romantics establish new tendencies in art.  A great importance is attached to music and the expressions of feelings.  Also, there is a great influence of literature upon music.  Lots of works for the piano are composed during this period.


	Beethoven, Schubert and Chopin shared the glory in those days.


	























	


The Nationalistic impulse appears as a reaction to the Napoleonic empire. (Remember that many countries were invaded by the French at the end of the 18th C.)  Everywhere in Europe, artists feel the need to have a new look at their own culture and traditions.  Artists do not feel the burden of social or stylistic rules now and they express themselves freely.


	The Russian composers Mussorgsky (1839-1881) and Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908) as well as the Bohemian Smetana (1824-1884) and Dvorak (1850-1900) lived and worked during this period.


	Spanish musicians were influenced by nationalistic theories too, mainly Albéniz (1860-1909) and Granados (1866-1916)




















	During the 19th and 20th C there is a nationalistic current in Spain.  Falla (1876-1946) and Turina (1882-1949) are the greatest names in the Spain of the time.


‘Zarzuelas’ are born as a new theatrical and musical form of entertainment.  They became tremendously popular.  Ricardo Chapí  wrote a great number of them.


Two Spanish guitarists deserve to be mentioned: Andrés Segovia and Joaquín Rodrigo.  The latter composed the enjoyable ‘Concierto de Aranjuez’.
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VIVALDI  (1678-1741)





He was one of the most influential composers of his time.  He became a priest in 1703 and he was the violin teacher at the Ospedale della Pietà (in Venice, Italy) where there was a reputed music school.  Most of his works were composed to be played there, where he himself conducted them.  Vivaldi wrote about 30 cantatas and some 450 concerts.  You are probably familiar with his work ‘The Four Seasons’.




















	


The Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959) was influenced by French music.  He developed an international career marked by the rhythms and the colours of his native country.  Try and listen to his ‘Bachianas brasileiras’.


	Musically speaking, Ernesto Halffter (1905) is perhaps Falla´s most direct heir. He composed a beautiful ‘Sonatina’ and the ‘Canticum in Papam Johannes XXIII’, the latter dedicated to one of the most loved Popes of the 20th C.


	Xavier Montsalvatge (1912) is a very original and eclectic composer.  He composed a series of songs dedicated to Cuba and the Antilles (The celebrated ‘Canciones negras’), as well as an interesting ‘Sonata concertante’.


	Carmelo Bernaola (1929) showed his ideas and his beautiful taste in works such as ‘Espacios variados’, ‘Sinfonía en do’ and ‘Las negaciones de Pedro’.




















	


Catalans have always been very fond of music.  ‘Sardanes’ (typical Catalan dances) are played by bands called ‘cobles’.


	In the Middle Ages (more precisely in the14th C) ‘El Llibre Vermell’ de Montserrat was written.  It is the oldest collection of Medieval music in Catalonia.


	There is an opera house in Barcelona.  It is called  ‘El Liceu’.  It was destroyed by a fire in 1994 but it will be rebuilt soon.


	Lluís Millet and Amadeu Vives started ‘L´Orfeó Català’ in 1891.  It has been  the best-known Catalan choir ever since.


	Frederic Mompou (1893-1987) and Eduard Toldrà (1895-1962) were two highly-esteemed Catalan composers.


	Pau Casals played the cello beautifully.  He travelled all over the world and he always played the tune ‘El cant dels ocells’   as a tribute to his country.


	Montserrat Caballé (soprano) and Josep Carreras (tenor) are two great opera singers. The latter suffered a serious illness that affected the marrow of his bones, but fortunately he recovered after some time and he is back to work around the globe.
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	WAGNER  (1813-1883)





	This German composer considered opera a ‘total art’-  The music, the text and the scenes are all carefully linked together.  Wagner found his inspiration in the old German myths and legends.  Musically speaking, he was a revolutionary.


	His opera ‘Lohengrin’ was staged in 1845.  Wagner composed 4 operas on the character of ‘Sigfrid’, a mythological hero.  This tetralogy is known as ‘Der Ring des Nibelungen’ (The Nibelung´s Ring).  


	Wagner used a lot of theatrical machinery to stage his operas and the orchestra played a very important part in them all, marking the characters´ and the singers´ feelings and attitudes.




















	CHOPIN  (1810-1849)





	This Polish composer was an expert pianist by the age of 20.  He went to Vienna, Prague, Berlin and settled down in Paris, the heart of the French Romantic movement, where he worked very hard, both on his music and as a teacher of various aristocrats.  He lived in Majorca (Spain) for a year, where he composed his famous ‘Preludes’.   He made many innovations in the technique for playing the piano.  His style and his melodies are pure, simple and beautiful.























	SCHUBERT  (1797-1828)





	His first years as a composer were not easy.  However, he worked really hard.  He composed works for the string section and many ‘lieders’.  Among the latter there are ‘Die schöne Müllerin’ (The Beautiful Grinder)  and ‘Ellens Gesänge’ (Helen´s Songs), which includes the well-known ‘Ave Maria’.




















	 PAGANINI  (1782-1840)





	


This Italian composer was the greatest violinist ever. Such talented -and rare- artists are called virtuosos in the musical world.  He developed his own technique for playing the fiddle.  He gave concerts all around the globe.  He wrote a few works for the violin and the orchestra.























	BEETHOVEN  (1770-1827)





	He learned music by himself at a very early age. The Court´s organ player of his time helped him to expand his knowledge and he was Mozart´s pupil for a short time.  He composed many works for the piano and he will  always be remembered for his nine symphonies.  He lost his hearing in midlife, but this did not affect his creative impulse.  He admired Napoleon, the French general.  Beethoven also composed many concerts and ‘sonatas’.  You probably know the tune of his ‘Ode to Joy’.

















	


MOZART  (1756-1791)





Undoubtedly a musical genius, he played before the Queen of Austria at the age of 6.  One year later he travelled in many European countries.  In Rome he surprised everyone when he was able to write the notes of Allegri´s ‘Miserere’ after listening to it only once.


Mozart composed many concerts and operas.  He was the first great composer to work mostly for himself and not for a patron.  Life was far from easy for him, though.


He worked so hard and so well that it is difficult to name only a few of his works.  However, the operas ‘Le nozze di Figaro’ and ‘Don Giovanni’ are just delightful.  You probably  know his ‘Eine Kleine Nächt Musik’ (Little Night Serenade).  And you may have heard about his ‘Requiem’, which  he left unfinished as death came to him when he was only 35 years old.  His ‘Symphony No 40’ is also very popular. 
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	FALLA  (1876-1946)





	Manuel de Falla is probably the most popular of Spanish composers.  He was born in Córdoba and it was his mother who introduced him into the musical world. He lived in Paris for several years. There he met many composers of his time.


	The ballets ‘El amor brujo’ and ‘El sombrero de tres picos’, as well as the opera ‘La vida breve’ stand out as his most significant works.


	Falla also composed a work originally intended for a puppet show:  ‘El retablo de Maese Pedro’.























	ALBENIZ  (1860-1909)





	Isaac Albéniz was a Catalan pianist and composer.  A child prodigy, he gave concerts at the age of 8.  He lived in Barcelona and Madrid and he travelled a lot: in Argentina, Brazil, Puerto Rico, Cuba and The USA.  He worked in Paris, London and Nice (France) as well. 


	Albéniz found inspiration in his country and its varied landscapes.  Many of his works are named after a town, a city or a region.  Granada was one of his favourite places.  The Arabic culture fired his imagination: La Alhambra, Torre Bermeja, El Albaicín...


	‘Iberia’ (a long work) is no doubt his masterpiece.  He also composed lieders, symphonies and operas.




















	


DVORAK  (1841-1904)





	A performer, a music teacher and a composer, the folklore of his country was always the basis of his inspiration.  He wrote various symphonies.  ‘The Symphony of the New World’ is tremendously popular.  Dvorak also wrote some chamber music and a few operas.  He travelled in the USA for some time.


His music is very rich and harmonious.




















	


MUSSORGSKY  (1839-1881)





	This Russian composer trained as a soldier at the age of 10.  At the same time he took piano lessons.  He eventually left the army and became a civil servant, while he started composing his first works.  Mussorgsky wrote many songs.  His opera ‘Boris Godunov’ is about the Russian people who disliked the Tsar of that name.  Its melodies are beautiful and the parts for the choir are great.  Mussorgsky also wrote a serious of works for the piano, known as ‘Pictures at an Exhibition’.	























BRAHMS  (1833-1897)





His father taught him music at an early age.  Brahms became the Court´s pianist and choir conductor when he was 24.  He composed ‘lieders’ and works for the piano.  He found some inspiration in popular folklore.  His ‘Hungarian Dances’ are just a proof.  His music is often melancholic and a bit obscure, but the variety of his themes is astonishing.  He dealt with all sorts of musical genres except the opera.  He composed a lot of chamber music as well as many trios and quartets.  

















	


SMETANA  (1824-1884)





	A pianist and a composer, he taught himself music and started his own school in Prague.  He was also an orchestra conductor for some time.  He found inspiration in the dances and the songs of Bohemia (the Czech region where he was born.)  ‘Má Vlast’ (My country) is one of his major works. 
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GO  ROUND !








MUSIC





MAKES  THE  WORLD
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STRAVINSKY  (1882-1971)





	This Russian composer has left us over 100 works. He loved his country, but his job took him to France and the USA.  ‘L´oiseau de feu’ (The Fire Bird) is one of his first masterpieces.  In 1964 he composed a work dedicated to JF Kennedy, by then the president of The USA.




















TURINA  (1882-1949)





Joaquín Turina was born in Sevilla.  He studied Andalusian folklore carefully.  He met Falla and Albéniz in Paris.


Turina settled down in Madrid, where he became a music teacher and a critic.                           


He wrote some works for the orchestra, such as ‘Sinfonía Sevillana’ and ‘Danzas fantásticas’.  He also composed some works for the guitar. 
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